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N
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ST
U
D
E
N
T
S
at
St
M
argaret’s

C
E
high

schoolin
A
igburth

give
their

thoughts
on
using

technology
to
help

learn
new

languages.

TECHNICALLY
SPEAKING!

G
E
T
T
IN
G
a
gentle

grilling
today

is
D
r
D
avid

D
ennison,

headm
aster

at
St
M
argaret’s

C
E

high
school,A

igburth.
N
am
e:D

r
D
avid

D
ennison

T
itle:H

eadm
aster.

T
im
e
in
po
st:14

years
here

-
it
is

m
y
20th

year
in
headship.

Yo
ur
leadership

style
in
three

w
o
rds:Firm

but
fair.

T
hree

key
aim

s
this

academ
ic

year:M
aintain

or
im
prove

both
the

high
attainm

ent
and

academ
ic

standards
oflast

year;D
o
allw

e
can

to
support

our
language

college
status;D

esign
a
new

school
building

w
hich

w
illhelp

us
achieve

a
21st

C
entury

curriculum
.

W
o
rst
thing

yo
u
did

as
a
pupil:

W
hen

collecting
the

science
prize

for
the

school,Idropped
it
and

it
rolled

across
the

Liverpool
Philharm

onic
H
allplatform

and
into

the
audience.

B
est
thing:W

inning
the

school
chem

istry
prize.

S
o
ngs

o
n
yo
ur
iPo
d:Leona

Lew
is’s
album

Spirit.
H
o
bbies:C

ycling,w
alking

m
y

labrador
Jack,reading,D

IY.
H
ero

and
w
hy:Ihave

tw
o,M

artin
Luther

K
ing
due

to
the

im
pact

he
had

on
A
frican/A

m
erican

culture
and

T
hom

as
Edison

w
hose

m
any

patents
im
pact

on
our

day
to
day.

IF
leaders

at
S

t
M

argaret’s
C

E
h

igh
sch

ool
h

ave
th

eir
w

ay
th

eir
pu

pils
w

ill
soon

be
con

qu
erin

g
th

e
E

u
ropean

jobs
m

arket.
T

h
e

A
igbu

rth
R

oad
sch

ool’s
plain

speak
in

g
h

eadm
aster,

D
r

D
avid

D
en

n
ison

,
is

crystal
clear

w
h

y
it

is
cru

cial
h

is
stu

den
ts

are
both

tech
n

ically
savvy

an
d

able
lin

gu
ists

by
th

e
tim

e
th

eir
sch

oolin
g

en
ds.

“T
he
hope

is
that

allour
students

w
illbe

the
future

captainsofindustry
and

be
running

the
city.

“If
w

e
are

to
be

tru
e

E
u

ropean
capitalw

e
h

ave
to

be
able

to
com

pete
in

th
at

m
arket

place,”
h

e
said.

T
h

e
boys’

sch
ool

h
as

been
a

specialist
tech

n
ology

college
for

12
years

–
an

d
h

as
been

at
th

e
forefron

t
of

u
sin

g
tech

n
ology

in
th

e
cu

rricu
lu

m
ever

sin
ce.

T
h

is
in

clu
ded

actin
g

as
a

pilot
for

th
e

local
au

th
ority

in
developin

g
a

virtu
al

learn
in

g
environ

m
en

t
–

allow
in

g
stu

den
ts

on
lin

e
an

d
in

teractive
com

pu
ter

access
to

virtu
ally

all
aspects

of
sch

ool
life.

In
A
pril

last
year,

it
w
as
given

governm
ent

approval
to

add
a

language
specialism

to
its
m
enu

and
develop

itexpertise
for
the
benefitof

pupils
and

the
com

m
unity

at
large.

In
2004

lan
gu

ages
at

sch
ools

w
ere

n
o

lon
ger

com
pu

lsory.
B

u
t

from
11

to
16,

stu
den

ts
take

F
ren

ch
an

d
G

erm
an

as
a

m
atter

of
cou

rse
an

d
by

th
e

age
of

14
pu

pils
eith

er
do

tw
o

G
C

S
E

s
in

F
ren

ch
an

d
G

erm
an

or
oth

er
accredited

cou
rses.

P
u

pils
can

also
do

G
erm

an
an

d
S

pan
ish

at
lu

n
ch

tim
e

clu
bs

an
d

th
e

sch
oolis

look
in

g
to

add
S

pan
ish

as
a

G
C

S
E

in
th

e
fu

tu
re.

French
and

G
erm

an
is
continued

at
its
unisex

sixth
form

w
ith
Spanish

also
available

as
an
extra

course.
A

n
d

tech
n

ology
is

playin
g

a
m

assive
part

to
overcom

e
precon

ception
s

boys
often

h
ave

th
at

lan
gu

ages
are

difficu
ltan

d
sh

ou
ld

be

avoided
at

all
costs.

D
epu

ty
h

ead,A
lan

H
ayh

u
rstsaid:

“O
u

r
aim

w
as

to
m

arry
togeth

er
th

e
tw

o
specialism

s.
W

e
w

an
ted

to
u

se
tech

n
ology

in
lan

gu
ages

to
h

elp
u

s
m

otivate,
en

th
u

se,
in

spire
ou

r
stu

den
ts

so
th

ey
w

ou
ld

fin
d

m
odern

foreign
lan

gu
ages

m
ore

attractive,
m

ore
accessible

at
all

levels.
T

h
e

fu
n

din
g

provided
n

ot
on

ly
allow

ed
u

s
to

pu
rch

ase
th

e
n

ecessary

tech
n

ological
equ

ipm
en

t
–

com
pu

ters,
in

teractive
w

h
iteboards,

softw
are,

digital
cam

eras,
votin

g
pads.

“B
u

t
ju

st
as

if
n

ot
m

ore
im

portan
tly

staffin
g

tim
e

an
d

expertise
to

create
an

d
u

se
resou

rces
w

h
eth

er
its

P
ow

erP
oin

t,
blogs,

podcastin
g,

em
ails

an
d

W
ord

docu
m

en
ts

in
foreign

lan
gu

ages.”
A

good
exam

ple
of

th
e

tw
o

Education
Reporter

B
en
Turner

w
entto

StM
argaret’sC

E
high

schoolw
hich

ism
aking

the
m

ostoftechnology
and

languages.

w
ork

in
g

h
an

d
com

es
in

th
e

sh
ape

of
a

“lin
gu

istic
retreat”

to
L

au
de

A
bbey,

D
erbysh

ire
w

h
ich

saw
stu

den
ts

bru
sh

u
p

on
th

eir
lan

gu
age

sk
ills

an
d

w
atch

foreign
film

s
in

betw
een

goin
g

to
ch

u
rch

.
“T

h
e

stu
den

ts
w

ere
asked

to
take

ph
otos

w
ith

a
view

to
m

ak
in

g
sou

n
d

an
d

video
presen

tation
s

on
th

eir
retu

rn
.T

h
ey

cam
e

u
p

w
ith

th
e

script
an

d
edited

th
e

presen
tation

s,”

B
ren

da
B

arn
es,

h
ead

of
m

odern
lan

gu
ages

said.
T
he

school’s
virtual

learning
environm

ent
m
eans

students
can

access
everything

from
the

tim
etable

to
assignm

ents
w
hich

are
also

m
arked

and
given

feedback
by

teachers
online.

T
h

e
sch

ool
also

h
as

its
ow

n
lan

gu
ages

w
ebsite

accessible
to

everyon
e.

C
om

petition
triu

m
ph

s,

H
eadLines

O
w
en
Tacyn,11,fro

m
C
roxteth

loves
techno

logy
in
language

lesso
ns.H

e
said:“I

love
using

anim
atio

n
in

French
and

I
think

using
techno

logy
m
akes

us
rem

em
ber

things
better.”

A
m
ir
Po
o
rm
and,12,

fro
m
A
igburth

said:“I
find

it
very

exciting
w
hen

yo
u
are

using
m
o
dern

day
stuff.”

T
ho
m
as
F
isher,11,fro

m
H
uyto

n
said:“Ifyo

u
go

o
n
ho
liday

yo
u
can

understand
peo

ple
and

co
m
m
unicate

better.
Techno

logy
m
akes

it
m
o
re
fun

to
learn.”

D
anielR

o
binso

n,12,
fro
m
C
hildw

allsaid:“I
like

using
co
m
puters

to
lo
o
k
at
and

research
different

languages.”

VoxPupils

Education
EC
H
O

M
O
D
E
R
N
T
W
IS
T
:A
lex
M
artin

and
Jo
e
G
riffiths

use
anim

atio
n
to
learn

languages

Schoolofthe
W

eek

L
IS
T
E
N
U
P
:B
renda

B
arnes,H

ead
o
fM
o
dern

languages
and

G
aelle

L
ero
ux
ensure

pupils
get

the
m
o
st
o
ut
o
flanguages

and
techno

logy

IW
A
S
fortunate

to
get
an
insight

into
the

launch
ofan

exciting
new

learning
resource

that
w
illbe

invaluable
to
teachers

across
M
erseyside

thanks
to
an
invitation

from
educationalcharity

A
rielTrust.

T
he
A
riel’s

D
igitalC

itizens
project

allow
s
young

people
to
learn

radio
production

skills
and

use
them

to
m
ake

program
m
es
about

the
issues

facing
them

and
their

com
m
unities.

A
s
part

ofthe
course

students
are

m
aking

a
series

ofanti-bullying
m
essages.

T
hey

w
illbe

broadcast
on
radio

stations
across

M
erseyside

and
stim

ulate
debate

in
an
hour-long

discussion
program

m
e

on
C
ityTalk

105.9.
T
he
students

research
has

involved
w
atching

the
excellent

film
D
enialw

hich
tells

the
story

ofa
teenage

boy
w
ho
is

bullied
because

he
is
perceived

to
be
gay.

It
goes

on
to
look

at
how

peer
pressure

and
fam
ily
values

can
have

a
devastating

effect
on
the

lives
ofyoung

people.
T
he
educationalresource

that
accom

panies
the

film
is
the

latest
in
a

series
ofpacks

that
A
rielhas

been
com

m
issioned

to
produce

as
part

ofthe
It’s
N
ot
O
K
!program

m
e.

M
apped

against
the

English
curriculum

,
it
w
illprovide

teachers
w
ith
a

fram
ew
ork

for
studying

the
film

and
com

es
w
ith
a
C
D
R
om

packed
w
ith

interactive
gam

es
designed

to
be
played

in
the

classroom
.

O
ne
ofthe

English
teachers

w
ho
has

been
consulted

in
the

developm
ent

of
the

pack,Steve
Talbot,from

R
ainhillH

igh
Schoolis

a
big
fan.“You

could
use

this
learning

resource
to
replace

year
9
SAT

s
or
for
G
C
SE
coursew

ork.In
either

case,
I’m
confident

ofone
thing;your

pupils
w
illlove

it
-
they

m
ight

even
start

to
think

you
and

your
lessons

are
vaguely

cool”.
A
sim
ilar
pack

w
as
produced

by
A
riel,

about
fire-related

anti-socialbehaviour.
Schools

w
anting

to
use

the
resource

they
should

contact
A
rielon

707
8211

or
em
ailadm

in@
arieltrust.com

Kayte
inside

the
School
G

ate
C
o-ordinator

of
E
C
H
O
-backed

anti-bullying
charity

B
ullybusters

K
ayte

E
aton

gives
her

w
eekly

insight
into

the
w
ar

against
bullies

lan
gu

age
diction

aries,
an

d
n

ew
spaper

stories
from

across
th

e
globe

all
featu

re.
S

tu
den

ts
w

on
a

L
iverpoolC

u
ltu

re
C

om
pan

y-backed
city-w

ide
con

test
ch

allen
gin

g
prom

ote
L

iverpool
C

ath
edral

-in
G

erm
an

!
P

u
pils

em
ailed

stu
den

ts
in

G
erm

an
y

to
fin

d
ou

t
abou

t
w

h
at

m
igh

t
appeal

to
a

G
erm

an
au

dien
ce

as
w

ell
as

research
in

g
th

e
cou

n
try’s

tastes
on

lin
e.

A
n

d
despite

spen
din

g
ju

st
th

ree
w

eek
s

on
th

e
brief,

th
ey

w
ow

ed
th

e
ju

dges
w

ith
th

eir
prom

otion
al

m
aterial

w
h

ich
in

clu
ded

a
radio

advert
an

d
posters.

“T
h

ey
electron

ically
asked

th
e

G
erm

an
pu

pils
qu

estion
s

on
th

in
gs

like
w

h
at

w
ebsites

th
ey

look
at

to
w

h
atradio

station
s

th
ey

listen
ed

to,”
Jan

etK
irby,th

e
sch

ool’s
A

im
H

igh
er

coordin
ator

explain
ed.

S
tu

den
ts

sen
ton

tw
o

w
eek

B
ritish

C
ou

n
cil

research
fellow

sh
ips

to
G

erm
an

y
as

part
of

A
-levels

are
expected

to
give

oralan
d

P
ow

erP
oin

t
presen

tation
s

on
th

eir
retu

rn
.

A
n

d
I

in
terru

pt
a

F
ren

ch
lesson

w
h

ere
stu

den
ts

are
u

sin
g

a
clever

an
im

ation
pack

age
w

h
ich

allow
s

th
em

to
devisin

g
th

eir
ow

n
story

boards.
O

n
e

featu
res

D
r

W
h

o
aptly

u
sed

as
a

tool
to

explore
fu

tu
re

ten
se.

S
tu

den
ts

add
voice

overs
an

d
draw

in
g

an
d

fillin
speech

bu
bbles

in
F

ren
ch

.
F

ren
ch

n
ation

al,
G

aelle
L

erou
x,

th
e

sch
ool’s

com
m

u
n

ity
lan

gu
age

coordin
ator

said:
“T

ech
n

ology
is

m
otivation

al
an

d
pu

pils
u

sin
g

th
e

in
tern

et
or

podcast
gives

th
em

an
au

dien
ce

an
d

a
real

sen
se

of
w

h
at

th
ey

are
doin

g.”
A

n
d

pu
pils

clearly
love

th
e

m
odern

w
ay

of
doin

g
th

in
gs.

T
h

ey
in

clu
de

B
en

R
oth

eram
,

15,
from

G
arston

w
h

o
su

ccin
ctly

says:
“It

brin
gs

w
h

at
w

e
are

doin
g

to
life.”T

rès
bien

!

em
ailben.turner@

liverpool.com

●
B
U
L
LY
B
U
ST
E
R
S
is
a
unique

partnership
involving

L
iverpool,

W
irral,Sefton

and
K
now

sley
councils,the

L
iverpoolE

C
H
O
and

the
M
erseyside

Trades
U
nion

C
ouncil.
P
art
ofthe

service
is
a
helpline

run
by
counsellors

from
L
iverpool-based

L
ocalSolutions.
It
also

includes
an
interactive

w
ebsite,specially

tailored
anti-bullying

w
orkshops

and
peer

m
entoring

schem
es.

F
R
E
N
C
H
C
O
N
N
E
C
T
IO
N
:G
aelle

L
ero
ux,the

scho
o
l’s
co
m
m
unity

language
co
o
rdinato

r
oversees

her
students

P
ictures:C

o
lin
L
ane

S
P
E
A
K
IN
G
M
Y
L
A
N
G
U
A
G
E
:B
en
R
o
theram

,Jack
D
o
herty

and
D
anielB

ruce
C
hristo

pher
design

their
anim

atio
ns
w
ith
the

help
o
fteacher

G
aelle

L
ero
ux


